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Arabic Musical Manuscripts in the Bodleian 
Library 

WHILST engaged as a Rescarch Student on " :Mediaeval 
Arabian Musical Theory" at Glasgow University, 

I had the good fortune to have access to several libraries, 
and among them the Bodleian, where I compiled for my 
needs a short but detailed catalogue of the Arabic musical 
MSS. in this famous library. As this catalogue may be of use 
to orientalists and musical antiquaries, I take this opportunity 
of giving it publicity. 

So far as I am aware, the only person who has mentioned 
a perusal of these MSS. is J. P. N. Land, who visited the 
Bodleian sorne forty years ago.1 Although the library 
cannot boast of any uniqne examples of Arabic musical MSS., 
yet many have vowel points and other valuable features 
not to be found in other collections. Three-fourths of 
these treatises are mentioned in the printed catalogue,2 

but in this communication I give a brief description of 
the contents of each treatise and the foliation,3 together 
with the identification of authors and works. Further, 
I have included four treatises acquired since the catalogues 
of Uri and Nicoll were issued. For these, recourse has 
been made to a MS. catalogue compiled by Ethe, and a 
subsequent "Hand.list ". I desire to thank Dr. A. Cowley, 
Bodley's Librarian, for permission to consult these l\18S. and 
for other kindnesses. I have also to acknowledge the help 
of my mu'allim, Dr. T. H. vYeir, and the conrtesy of Mr. Edgar 
Lobell, 1\1.A. 

1 rierteljahrsschrift für l11u.~ikwissenschaft, ii, Leipzig, 1886, p. 3-17 sq. 
2 Uri, Bibliotheca Bodleiana, Cod. JJlan. Orient. Oxon, 1787. 
3 In this I follow the ]caves as they are numberecl at present. 
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rrHE most important of the Arabic musical MSS. in the 
Bodleian are: The risála on music by the Ikhwan al-$afü 

(tenth century A.D.) according to Al-l\fajriti; the rnaqála on 
mu~ic froru the Shifá' of Ibn Sina (eleventh century) ; the 
tract on music from the Naj,í,t, of the same author; the 
Sharafiyya of $afi al-Din 'Abd al-Mu'min (thirteenth century); 
the Kitáb al-Adwár by the same author; and the Kitáb 
yustakhraj rninhu al-Angh.ám by Shams al-Din al-$aidawi 
al-Dhahabi (sixteenth century).1 

l. Uri, cMiv. Hunt, 296. 

Title : " 4th Tract from the 1st Portion on l\iathematics 
and l\iusic (from) the Tracts of the Ikhwan al-$afa by the 

learned Al-1\fajriti,, (J., ':i\ r_;J\ ¡j-A :;__,.!) ':i\ ~L..) 

l.i...:JI ¡)\_,;.\ Jfl....) [if] J-:--_,11 _, ü~~JI if 

~-..r.11 ~)l..U). 
The Arabic text of this work has appeared in severa] 

editions,2 and a German translation has been published by 
Dieterici.3 At the same time, a critica! edition of this work is 
badlyneeded,and the Bodleian copies would be of inestimable 
val u e for this since they hand down the Western · or Anda-
lusian reading of Al-Majriti, whilst other editions appear to 
have depended on Eastern sources of the Rasá'il. 

Begins on fol. 24. Ends on fol. 38. 

1 I quote from or use most of these MSS. in my ne·"' book, Facts for the 
Arabian .Musical l nftuence (London. Wm. R eeves). 

• The best edition at present is that of Bombay (1887-9), whilst the · 
worst that I have seen is that of Cairo (1889). 

3 Dieterici, Propaedeutik der Araber, Berlin, 1865. 
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Division l. Fol. 24, v. The Opinions of the Wise concern-

2. Fol. 25. On the Theory of Sound ( 1) 

3. Fol. 25, v. On Consonant and Dissonant 

Sounds (~ _)D°., ül_,..,, 'YI ~\_;::.\ J) . 
• 

4. Fol. 26. On the Influence of Sound (JL" l) 

ül_,., 'Y~ :r ~\ ). 
5. Fol. 26, v. On the Origins of the Melodies 

(\~I_;., 0U.. 'Y\ J_,.,Í j). 
" " 

6. Fol. 28. On Musical Instruments ( 1) 
\p-~I., ü 'Y~I ~\:.,.,). 

7. Fol. 29. On the l\fosic of the Spheres 

(ü~< ül;.; .:Jy_/-y1 ül(,L 01 J 
01~1). 

8. Fol. 32. On the Parts of Speech (01 l) 

¿_UI if ¡~ ¡:>'-(JI ¡\C.1). 
9. Fol. 33, v. On the Proportions of the Body 
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(J~ ;/\ ~~e;/\ '--'\:," 4) 

~)\). 
Division 10. Fol. 34. On the l\'lusic of the Spheres, and the 

Rhythms (.:J~;;/\ ül;.; J). 
11. Fol. 34, v. On the Four-fold things, the 

Elements, Humours, etc. (~ l) 
0\-!JI). 

12. Fol. 35, v. On Melody Making (JlA:i:/\ 4) 

~\L~\ ü~ ~). 
13. Fol. 36. The Opinions of the Philosophers 

(sª:-_,11 l) ¡.i-)1_.il\ J;)I__,; J). 
14. Fol. 37, v. On the Influences of the Notes 

(1L:.i:/I 01..rJ"\" ~.Jt; J). 
2. Uri, cMlxxxix. Marsh, 189. 

Ti{le : " The 4th Book on Music (from) the Tracts of the 

Ikhwan al-$afa by the learned AI-1\fa)it,i" (e:_\)\ ~\:5:J\ 
~k,"~I )JI l;...JI .'.)ly-1 JiL J [~] l.a:-_,11 J). 

Same work as the preceding. 
Begins on fol. 25, v. Ends on fol. 41, v. 
A pointed text. 

3. Uri, cccclxxvi. Pocock, 109. 
Tille : "The 8th Section from t.he Kitub al-Slufá' on l\fusic" 

[Ibn Sina] (J:-_,11 J J.i~\ ~\:.)~~U\ 0.all). 
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This section (}) has six chapters (Ü ;/ti..) which have 

numerous divisions (J_.,..a.;). 
Begins on fol. 7 4, v. Ends on fol. 308, v. 

Chapterl. Fol.74,v. OnSound (ü~)-

2. Fol. 105, v. On the Intervals (~\..! IJ. 
3. Fol. 117, v. On the Genres (1.f~I) and 

Species (c0...,;I). 
4. Fol. 122, v. On the Systems (t_fi) and 

the Science of l\Ielody l\faking (J~;/IJ. 
The scribe has omitted the end of Chapter 3 
and the beginning of Chapter 4, but the 
omissions may be found at the end of the 
book. 

5. Fol. 132, v. _on Rhythm 't.la.MI) . 
.. 

6. Fol. 187, v. On Composition (u) ~M). 

This ~JS. has a pointed text which appears, on the whole, 
to be a reliable one. At any rate, sorne of the perplexing 
passages in the other Bodleian copy (ccccxxxvi, Pocock, 250) 
and the India Office 1\1S. stand out quite olear in this example. 

4. Uri, cccuxxxvi. Pocod:, 250. 
Title: "The 3rd section in part 3 in the Kitáb al-Shifá' 

on Music" ( .. ~\ '-7\:5 l) ¡!}~\ J 0~\ 
..,11 J). It is the same work as the preceding. 

Begins on fol. 7 4. Ends on fol. 93, v. 
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Chapter l. Fol. 74. Chapter 4. Fol. 82, v. 
2. Fol. 78, v. 5. Fol. 84, v. 
3. Fol. 80. 6. Fol. 92. 

5. Uri, Mxxvi. 4°. Marsh, 521. 

Title: "Book of l\fosic by the Shaikh al-Ra'is Abu 'Ali 

ibn Sina . from the Kitáb al-Naját" ('-;-'\::..) 

i~ (f ... j. J~ ~:I ~JI~ j:-..,11 
;;~\ '-;-'l:5Í• It is not divided into chapters or divisione, 
but the most important subjects dealt with are as follows :-

Begins on fol. 159. Ends on fol. 170, v. 

l. Fol. 159, v. On Sound (Ü -"""') and the Intervals 

2. Fol. 163. On the Genres ((J"\:...:-1). 

3. Fol. 164. On the Systems (t_.,Y.")-

4. Fol. 164, v. On Rhythm (t_l¡,J 

5. Fol.167. On the science of llfolody Making (JI.a:;')'\). 

6. Fol. 168. On various instruments: the ?anj (~), 

·sháhrúd ()J...f"\;,), tunbúr (J~), rnizmar (.),. ..i-4'· 

7. Fol. 168, v. On the Fretting of the Lute (.k!J.)-
.. 

8. Fol. 169, v. On the Composition of :Melodies ( u;:l l," 
0U.. ')'I)_ 
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From line 8 to 16 on fol. 170, v, there is matter added by 
another hand, whilst fol. 171 deals with the twelve modes 

().,,.t!.), the six secondary modes (ülj\_,\), and the branch 

modes ( '-:-'....!. ?), which do not belong to the period of lbn Sina. 

6. Uri, cMlxxxv, 1 º. Marsh, 161. 
Title: "Rook of Music by the Shaikh al-Ra'is Abii 'Ali 

ibn Sina ... from the Kitáb al-Naját" (~ _,l\ '-:-'\::) 

'-:-'l:..< uA ... ú ~-!\ i.r!JI C:~ 
;;~\), Same work as the preceding. 

Begins on fol. l. Ends on fol. 9, v. 
Uri says : "Avicennm de Musica Líber, qiándecim 

sectionibus, quadragintn foli?·s constans." This is an error. 
The work of lbn Sina does not extend to forty folios, but 
merely from fol. 1 to fol. 9, v. Another author, whom 
I shall mention presently (No. 11), is responsible for fol. 10 
to fol. 42, v. (Cf. Addenda et Ernendanda, €05.) 

7. Uri, cMXXÍÍ. Marsh, 115. 
Title : " The Sharafiyya Treatise on Composition by 

$afi al-Din 'Abd al-Mu'min al-Baghdadi" (;.JL JI '-:-'l:_(' 

uAj.l\ ¡j_.lJI ~l:JI ~I J ~..r--11 

~pl..t,:}1). It is divided into fi.ve chapters (ü )'\¡.¡ which 

have numerous divisions (J__,.,a.,) . 
Begins on fol. 2. Ends on foL 55, v. 

Chapter l. Fol. 3, v. On Sound (Ü _,...JI Je ¡:>1-5::JI () 
'½' J::, \.. o))., ,j_,G J., 4-4>\_,l.,). 
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Chapter 2. Fol. 6. On Intervals (~ ._r-a.>- 1) 

)l..! :/1 C~\_, ~! JI \~ .. ! [or )l..! :/11 )\~ :/1 

J . \~·\.r-' _j_)\i. lf ¡":" __,;:::-11 \g~-i _, 

\~ ¡i;~..,11 \;\~\_, j\::l\_, {>'di). 
Chapter 3. Fol. 11. On t.he Genres, etc. (ü\;\.;.:,\ 1) 

r:__1~\_, u" 4-a. .. ! J~,_, u4•: JI~~)\..: :/1 
J:z--_,ll )\..! ;/\ ¡jA u-"~ :11). 

Chapter 4. Fol. 26, v. On the Modes and l\ielodic Construction 

(})-' [<ftJIJ )\..::11 ü~ Ju--~ :I\ ~.1 1) 

[~)] 1~1., \~)-
Chapter 5. Fol. 48, v. On t,he Rhythm and Finger Scales 

(r:__1~1 ¡¿'JI)~):/\_, o)_,)\~_, tt;_:I\ J 
~UI ~\:....J~ ¡)U.. :11). 

A pointed text. There are copies at Berlín (5506), París 
(2479), and Vienna (1515). Carra de Vaux published a 
résumé of the contents of the París copy in the J ournal 
Asi'.atique (1891) .1 

8. Uri, Mxxvi, 2º. Marsh, 521. 

No title. Uri says: "Tradatus de Musica. ex Grmcorum 
libris excerptus . ... Au.toris nomen abest." But on fol. 1 
of the volume this treatise is referred to as " The Sharafiyya 

1 l\Ia.tter in aqua.re bra.ckets a.dded from Uri, Mxxvi, Marsh, 521. 
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Treatise on the Knowledge of Composition" (~ rll ~tj 
¡_~ \..:l\ ~\ ¡_; _rA L)). It is identical with the pre-

ceding work. 
Begins on fol. 34, v. Ends on fol. 116. 

Chapter l. Fol. 35, v. Chapter 4. Fol. 67, v. 
2. Fol. 38, v. 5. Fol. 104, v. 
3. Fol. 49. 

Fol. 116, v, to 117, v, has additional matter which does 
not belong to the Sharafiyya (?). 

9. Uri, Mxxvi, 3°. Marsh., 521. 
Title: "Book of the Modes of Music . . . by ~afi 

al-Din 'Abd al-Mu'min al-Urmawi" (L) )..p )'\ ~\:j 

($y/'1\ uAjll 0-_..JI ... _,11). It is 

divided into fifteen divisions (J~). 

Begins on fol. 118. Ends on fol. 158. 

Division l. Fol.119, v. On the Notes (11;;)'\ ú_...,-i 1) 
J1!11., ;~I 0~:-'l• 

2. Fol. 120. On the Divisions of the Frets 

(uil-..JI 1\...JI l)l-
3. Fol.122, v. Onthelntervals(,l.., )'\ L)). · • . .. 
4. Fol. 125, v. On the Intervals )'\ 1) 

)\:.:\1 ~.,11). 

5. Fol. 126. On Composition (¡J)l.11 u:! \:l\ 1))-

fJl,'¡U l J 1 !:· ',ill¡) 
; J ¡ . •. '. 

!_.( :_.·- , -~• ¡ , , ~ U \.. 
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Division 6. Fol.128, v. On the l\Iodes (~J )\J) :/1 l)l 

7. Fol. 138. On Instruments of Two Strings 

((.)'_; _,JI f l)l-

8. Fol. 138, v. On the Lute () __,JI }) l) 
-w ).,) :/1 [.\~\_, J.,\ :i.. _ _,...s.,l. 

9. Fol. 139, v. On the Names of the Modes 

(;;J_,~\ ).,) :/\ .Li:,-,\ l))-
10. Fol. 147, v. On the Partnership of t.he Notes 

()J) ;/\ ¡;.; ..:J ).~.;· l)). 
11. Fol.148. On the Scales ()J) :/\ Ü~ l)). 
12. Fol.149. On theAccordatura ':1\ l) 
) -""11 ~\). 

13. Fol. 149, v. On Rhythm (t_.lA._:/\ )J)\ l)l. 

14. Fol. 155, v. On the Influence of the Notes 

(i:.:ll ~,.\- l)l. 

15. Fol. 156. On t.he l\'Iethod of Performance 

Fol. 157, v, has a design of the lute ()y). 

Fol. 158 has a design of a rectangular zither called the nuzha 

(¡.,. j), which, according to the Kanz al-Tu~af (Brit. 11fos. 



ARABIC ~IUSICAL MSS. l!-. THE BODLEIAN LIBRARY 13 

Or. 2361, fol. 263, v), was "invented" by f;la.fi al-Din, the 
autbor of this treatise. 

A pointed te~'t. This Kitáb al-Adu:ár was one of the most 
famous textbooks for Arahian, Persian, and Inclian musical 
theory for several centuries. AU later theorists refer to it, 
and commentaries abound. Besides those in the Bodleian, 
other copies of the work may be found in the British l\'Iuseum 
(01. 136, and Or. 2361),1 and other collections. 

10. Uri, Mxxvi, 1°. Jlforsh, 521. 
Title: "The Book known as the Adwar on the Science of 

Music" ().P ':/~ ¡ r )\ )\ \) '-:-'\:.f'). 
Uri says : "Tractatus anonymi de llarmonica seu .~usica." 

It is identical with the preceding, but does not contain the 
designa c,f musical instruments. 

Begins on fol. l. Ends on fol. 32, v. 
Division 1. fol. 2. Division 9. Fol. 15. 

2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 

Fol. 2, v. 
Fol. 4. 
Fol. 6, v. 
Fol. 7. 
Fol. 9. 
Fol. 14. 
Fol. 14, v. 

ll. Uri, cMlxxxv. 1'1arsh, 161. 
No Title. 

10. Fol. 17. 
ll. Fol. 18. 
12. Fol. 24 bis. 
13. Fol. 25. 
14. Fol. 30, v. 
15. Fol. 31. . 

The work is identical with the above. This is the treatise 
already referred to, wbfoh escaped the notice of Uri, who, 
following the copyist, considered that it was part of the Kitáb 
al-Naj& of Ibn Sina, which immediately precedes it. 

Begins on fol. 10. Ends on fol. 43, v. 

1 The Brit. Mus. Or. 136 contains examples of songa in the varioue 
" modes ", which are not found in the above and other copies. 
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Drvision l. Fol. 10, v. DiYision 9. Fol. 24, v. 
2. Fol. ll. 10. Fol. 26, v. 
3. Fol. 12, v. 11. Fol. 27, v. 
4. Fol. 15, v. 12. Fol. 34, v . 
5. Fol. 16. 13. Fol. 35, v. 
6. Fol. 18. 14. Fol. 41. 
7. Fol. 23, v. 15. Fol. 41, v. 
8. Fol. 24. 

An unpointed text. It does not contain the designa of 
musical instruments as in No. 9. 

12. Uri, cMb:xxv. Marsli, 161. 

Title: " Book of the l\fodes of l\'Iusic ... hy i;lafi al-Din 

'Abd al-1\Iu'min al-Urmawi" (~ _,1\ ¡) )_p ;/\ '-:-'\:) 

'-?Y);/\ jl\ j)\ ... ). Itis identical with 
No. 8. 

Begins on fol. 43. Ends on fol. 83. 
Division l. Fol. 44. Division 9. Fol. 63, v. 

2. Fol. 45. 10. Fol. 70, v. 
3. Fol.17. ll. Fol. 72. 
4. Fol. 50. 12. Fol. 73. 
5. Fol. 50, v. 13. Fol. 73, v. 
6. Fol. 53. 14. Fol. 80. 
7. Fol. 62. 15. Fol. 80, v. 
8. Fol. 62, v. 

Fols. 82, v, and 83 contain tlie designs of the lute and 
zither mentioned in No. 9. 

An unpointed text. 

13. Uri, xlii, 2º. Marsh, 82. 

Tüle : " Book on what is extracted f:rom the Notes: 
a Compilation by the Shaikh Shams al-Din al-i;laidawi 

al-Dhahabi" (e;.!ll ~t" 1~;;/\ [.~" '-:-'\:) 
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~_¡\\ c¿,\J.~\ j_..J\ u--~). A treatiseforthe most part 

in verse with numerous divisions, the most important of which 
are as follows :-

Begins on fol. 59. Ends on fol. 79. 

l. Fol. 59, v. Verses ((.-';) .:,...) dealing with the fonr 

"Root l\fodes" (J__,...,I¡, the eight "Derived l\fodes" 

(t}) ), the "Secondary l\fod~s" (ülj\.,I¡, the Bu~úr 

()~), etc. 
2. Fol. 69, v. Notation of the "Root Modes" and 

"Derived l\fodes" (t.}.)}\ J J__,.... ~\ J\_,,). 
3. Fol. 71, v. Notation of the "Secondary Modes" 

(ülj\., ~I JI.,,¡. 

4. Fol. 72, v. Notation of the Bu~úr ()J~\ J\J;)). 

5. Fol. 73, v. The Modes and the Zodiac (¿. I ;;Jb¡. 

6. Fol. 73, v. Verses on the lntervals ()~ 1,. 
7. Fol. 74, v. Table of the Transposition Scales 

(ü~IJ.,..G:-l-

8. Fol. 75. Ver~es on the Notes (üV.i). 

9. Fol. 75, v. Tables on the Mukhál1f,ít (ül.tll;.,,,..). 
An irnportant MS. showing an eight-lined stave in colours 

for the purpose of notation. It is identical with the Paris 
MS. (Arabe 2480) whose author is named Shams al-Din 
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al-l;hiduwi al-Dimashqi. The Bodleian l\1S. is short of four 
couplets at the end of verses on fol. 69. 

14. MS. Arab. C. 40. 
No Title. Catalogue 1 says "Circuli 111usici Arabice". It 

is a portion of the above treatise of Shams al-Din aH;1aidawi, 
but a poor copy.2 

Begins on fol. l. Ends on fol. 6, v. 
l. (l\fissing.) 6. Fol. 5, v. 
2. Fol. l. 7. Fol. 6. 
3. Fol. 3, v. 8. Fol. 6, v. 
4. Fol. 4. 9. (l\Iissing.) 
5. Fol. 5. 

15. 3 Ouseley, 106. 
Title : " Book of the Treasure of Delight and the Goal 

of Necessity" ('-;')":}\ ¡~\¿_, '-;')J\ p '-;'Ú). 
It is the same work as No. 13, but an incomplete copy, as 
follows :-

Begins on fol. 46. Ends on fol. 54. 
l. Fol. 46, v. 6. (Missing.) 
2. (l\fissing.) 7. 
3. 8. 
4. 
5. Fol. 53, v. 

9. 
10. Fol. 54. The deriva-

tion of the modes. 
1 Hand-list. 
• In a '' Catalogue of Oriental JJISS. purchased in Turkey, belonging to 

Dr. Lee, 1830" (printed by R. Watts, London, 1831, 2nd pt., 1840), two 
works of the above writer are mentioned :-

No. 51. 
(1) A JJietrical Essay on the Science of el-Nugham (J\Iodulation), by 

Shemsu-d-din E-s-saidáwi. 
(2) Men;üme.(i Sheíkh Shemsu-d-din. A poem on the same subject, 

by the same author. 
I would be grateful for information concerning the present location of 
these works, and also concerning another of the Lee J\1SS., No. 50, A Tract 
on JJ!usical Composition, by 'Ali ibn Sa'íd el-Andalusi. 

3 Nos. 15, 16, itnd 17 are in Ethe's MS. Catalogue of A rabie Manuscripts . 
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This last section ( 10), which is not contained in other copies, 
shows the derivation of the modes in the form of a genealogical 
tree. This latter is said to be a common method of illustrating 
these modes ( see last lines of the M a'rif at al-naghmát al-thamán 
MS. in the Madrid Library, No. 334), but it is the only 
example that I have seen. 

16.1 Ouseley, 102. 

Title : On fol. 1 : " Book on the Science of Music and the 

Knowledge of the Notes" ( ¡; .f-4-' ~} \ (" j '-:-'\:S" 
Í :/1). Title: On fol. 2 : " Portals of the Goal of the 

Enquirer and the Enquiry " ( '-:-' 1 ¡" 

'-:-' _,lkl~)- A treatise in verse (..:r,:-J) with a prose com-

mentary, by Mul_¡ammad ibn l\'.lul_¡ammad ibn Al_imad 
al-Dhahabi, called also Al-Jaziri ibn al-f;labal_¡. 

Begins on fol. l. Ends on fol. 11, v. 

17.1 Ouseley, 102, 2. 
Title : " Book of Precision in the Science of the Modes 

and the l\Ieasures,, (013.,:II., ).,):11 ( j 01..:JI '-:-'\:.)). 
An anonymous treatise based on the Kitáb al-Adwár of 
Safi al-Din 'Abd al-1\Iu'min and the Qirá'at al-Zamán Jí 'ilm 
~l-Al~án of Sharif al-Din ibn al-'Ala'i al-'Ulwi al-I,lusaini 

al-Baghdadi. It is divided into six parts ('-;-'I.J! 1). 
Begins on fol. 11, v. Ends on fol. 36. 

Introduction, fol. 11, v. 

1 8ee previous footnote. 



18 ARABIC MUSICAL MSS. IN THE BODLEIAN LIBRARY 

Part l. Fol. 13. On the Elements of Music ( l.) 

,, 2. Fol. 20, v. On the Open Notes (f 1 ~l. J 
01..kl\J. 

,, 3. Fol. 22. On the Strings, etc. ()~ .. ,~/\ J 
~\_,.ti.,). 

,, 4. Fol. 24. On the Modes ( .') -'~ \ '-' ..t"-4 l.) 

~ljl.,':11.,J. 

5. Fol. 28, v. On the Frets (u:iLJJ\ \........1 ¡)). 

,, 6. Fol. 31, v. On Rhythm (t__lAi~ ;I\ J). 
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